From:

Sent: 30 November 2011 12:23

To: Ian Davey

Subject: a safe crossing on the Upper Lewes Road

Dear Ian Davey,

I have just read in our local newsletter that there is to be a meeting in January
regarding proposede new crossings.

I live in Round Hill Street, Each morning I walk to work down the Ditchling Road to
the centre of Brighton. It is extremely difficult to cross at the junction of Upper Lewes
Road and Ditchling Road. There is no green man and there is always traffic coming
from some direction, whether round the corner from Ditchling road (which you can't
see until they are virtually on top of you as it is a very sharp bend); dodging between
vehicles crossing over from Viaduct Road or there is a few seconds between lights
changing for cars coming from Upper Lewes Road - but cars always jump these lights
so it is still precarious!

There is also no alternative to this crossing unless you are prepared to go over 4
different sets of pedestrian crossings!

On walking down I pass quite a few groups of children heading for Varndean school
trying to cross in the opposite direction.

I would be grateful if you would put forward a case for a pedestrian crossing at this
junction.

Best wishes



From:

Sent: 25 November 2011 15:26
To: Richard Johnson

Subject: Bus route 37b

Dear Richard,as stated on the phone, it would be appreciated to have more than one
bus per hour,especially the winter months. There are many pensioners and semi
disabled people who rely on a bus on this route,and should you be unlucky to just
miss the 37b,you can be left standing for an hour or more.

Thank you for your assistance on the matter.



From:

To: Mo Marsh

Sent: Thu Dec 08 11:24:25 2011

Subject: Cycle access to Lewes Road from The Avenue

Hi Mo,

I just wanted to write and ask whether it would be possible to have a designated cycle
lane coming off The Avenue, turning left towards town onto The Lewes Road.
Currently, as a cyclist using this road, one frequently gets stuck behind a long stretch
of cars or trapped as they turn left.

I feel it would be a lot safer if there was a distinct road marking allocating a space for
cycles to turn left.

Could you look into the feasibility of this please?
Also are there any plans afoot to install sleeping Policemen on Hillside as cars
thunder up and down at a very dangerous pace. Especially round the bends where

there is no visibility of oncoming traffic. Buses are sometimes the worst culprits!

Many thanks for your time and look forward to hearing from you,
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Recommendations regarding sustainable transport on the Lewss Road.
Cycling:
1. Cyele lanes should be 2 metres wide or removed altogsther.

Cyele lanes are too namow, which makes them worse than none at all, Motarsts use thir
wihite line as a guide for where the lefl side of their vehicles should go rather than
judging the amount of space a cyclist actually needs. The effect is that vehiclas are
pagsing cyclists with only 30 centimetres to spare and overtake cyclists at greater

spead.

Research shows thaf Gycie fanes mwst be 2 metres wids, This fs raraly possidle and
tharafore it is safer fo remove cycle fanes altogether than have sub standard cycle
farreg. This is because whears ihere are no cycle fanes motorists give 0.4 metras mare
spsce when overlaking cyclists snd overlake at 8 much slower speed. [ Cwens 2005}, {
Parkin 2009).

Arguably e effect of providing faciliias that increase drivers'

- confidence but are unsuitable for cyelists fo aclually use may increase cychists'
exposurg fo Hgk, This imlies that those responsible for the pravision of cpcle
infrasiruciure showd onsure mtthe recommended stendards’ (TRL Report TRL548).

An extremely bad design is the oyele lane whish runs parallel to parked cars on the
Lewes moad. In taking the cycle lane, cyolists are too close o parked cars. If a car door
was opened, there would be a collision. To avoid such a seenario, cyclisis must cycle
ouiside of the cycle lane. However, other traffis do not understand why the cyclist s not
in the oycle lane and make attempts o run the cyclist off the road.

2. Preferred optlon is to have a shared bus and cycla lane.

A sharealile 4.5 metres wide bus-and-oycle only lane would be preferable since this
would be safer for cyclists and consistent with road planning in Londan where the sgme
transport conditiens apply. This will also prevent buses getting snarled up in tiafle,
improving efficiency of bus routes.

3. Remows bus lay- bys,

Bus stops in bays is also a problem as buses croes the path of cycles as they pull in fo
tha stop. Having cycle lanes which ga behind bus stops ane unsuitable because they
spil out cyclists in front of buzes,

4. Having a cycle lane palnted within a bue lane Is a very bad idea.

Hawing cycla lanes painted in bug lanes gives the imprassion to bus drivers that when a
Gycle lane is not present, cyclists are not legitimataly present in the bus lane, This is
actuslly the case in Brighton but nowhere else in the countryl |t also has the tendsancy
to ‘force’ cyclists too close to the kerb and give bus drivers the licence to pass too clost
and too fast,



5. Cycle Training and Bus driver cycle tralnlng.

Bus drivers nead to ba trained and instructed to be patient and caraful around people
who are cycling. This is something that has worked extremely well in London, Children
and adult cycliets =should slzo be encouraged to take up cycle taining, Many cyclists |
have spoken top are unaware of the necessity of taking the primary position at pinch
points. [nstead they cycle inan unconfident manner, keeping to the |efi and staying in
cycle lanes even when it is dangerous to do so.

An example of dangerous cycling can be regulary witnessed at the Vegue Gyratory.
Cyclists tend to cycle on the leit of the middle lang which places them precarioushy
between two lanes of traffic gaing in the same direction. Thay then take the very narow
cycle lang and are forced into the guiter by fast moving traffic coming off the gyratory.
Instead cyclistz should ayele in the middle of the middls lane around the Yogue gyratory
until reaching the bus stap by Shabitst when it is safe to then meve left and occupy the
cycle lane should they choose (o do so.

~ Dther recommendations for the Lewes Road and surrounding area:

1, Strongly support removal of Vogue gyratory and return of Lewss Road {o twa-

way working.

2. Ideally 20mph limit but at least strictly enforce the A0mph limit with an averages

speed camara system.

3. Motor traffic volumes must be reduced in arder to improve the exparience of the

street for people on foot and cycle.

4, Removal of cycle lane bollarde and islands on Tha Avenue, Thase fend to force

eyolists inte parked cars andfor spit cyclists into Waffic coming from behind as

they ry to avoid eyeling ints the back of parked cars.

Install full road width cushions on Hillside to slow traffle on blind corners.

. Remaowe Mo Entry sign painted on the bottorn of Southhall Avenue and wam
trivars that this is a8 eycle contrallow running along Dewe Road and Southhall
Avenle, Dihanwise, this is an excellent sate commuter route for cyclists living in
the local area.

m
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